
Library-Iowa Department for the Blind                                                                                                                                                   

Denise Bean 

denise.bean@blind.state.ia.us  

 
Weekly Dose NOT Standing Alone 

 
Quick Reminder about the Standing Alone Rule. A 
letter or letters-sequence is considered to be 
"standing alone" if it is when preceded and followed 
by a space, a hyphen or a dash. The dash may be of 
any length, i.e. the dash or the long dash. 
 
Not standing alone when next to … 
 
When next to a slash 
EXAMPLES 

cd/wd  cd_/wd  
above/across  above_/across [Shortforms 
MUST stand alone.] 

  
When next to punctuation 
EXAMPLE 

that.)*   ?at4">"9 
 
When next to the crosshatch 
EXAMPLE 

Lot #C  ,lot _?,c 
 



Source: Rules of Unified English Braille Section 10 


