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Weekly Dose Contractions Say No to Shortforms 

 
RULE Do not use shortforms as parts of words if their use 
would work against a basic contraction rule. 
 
Example 1 
The shortform for before cannot be used in hereinbefore 
because to use the be contraction, which is part of the 
shortform, it must be the first syllable of the word.  
 
Example 2 
The shortform conceive cannot be used in misconceive, 
because the con sign does not start at the beginning of 
the word. 
 
A are few more examples: 
hereinbelow "h9bel[ 

abouts ab\ts 
befriended 2fri5d$ 

 
Source: Instruction Manual and Rules for Unified English 
Braille  


