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For Students Who Are Blind or Visually Impaired
Developed in collaboration with Iowa Testing Program, the Iowa Department of Education, the Iowa Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired, and the Iowa Department for the Blind

For additional information, please see the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual

What is the purpose of the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP)?
The ISASP is a federally mandated assessment that is aligned with the Iowa Core standards and provides a clear and accurate assessment of student learning outcomes. Student growth and proficiency are reported as part of the statewide accountability.
When do students take the ISASP?
The testing window goes from March 15, 2021 to May 28, 2021. Each district chooses a 2-3 week window to take the test. There is a possibility that this date may be extended due to the derecho and COVID-19, but that has not been confirmed at this point.
Which students need to take the ISASP?
The IEP team determines if a student needs to take the ISASP or the Iowa Alternate Assessment. All students must take one or the other. Reminder: Only students with significant cognitive disabilities should be taking the Alternate Assessment. This is an IEP team decision.
How do visually impaired students access the ISASP?
· Computer – The print can be enlarged using Control plus and decreased in size using Control minus, but each student will need to try the practice test to determine if that provides enough enlargement for them to access the test.
· Hard copy – Braille is only available in hard copy. Math and science for braille users should be taken using the hard copy versions so the students have access to tactile graphics and problems written in Nemeth code.
· Hard copy - Large print can be ordered in hard copy from Pearson. It is the district's responsibility to order large print through PearsonAccessNext.
· Combination – students may take part of the test on the computer and other parts using hard copy braille, but students cannot mix access methods within a particular content area. In the rare case that online and hard copy need to be used together, contact Sara Larkin sara.larkin@iaedb.org to get special instructions.
Can a student take the ISASP remotely? 
To determine if it is appropriate for a student to take it remotely, use the ISASP Administration Decision Tree in the ISASP Modes of Administration for Spring 2021 Bulletin.

Can a student use a tablet or phone for additional magnification when taking the ISASP? 
No. The student will need to use magnification devices that don’t allow any recording of pictures/video.
What sections do students take?
Reading: grades 3-11
Language and Writing: grades 3-11
Math: grades 3-11
Science: grades 5, 8 and 10
What accommodations are visually impaired students able to use?
When taking the electronic version of the test:
1. Setting 
· Large Group
· Small Group
· Individually	
· Start early and/or finish later, within the testing window, due to extended time
2. Location
· General Education classroom
· Special Education classroom
· Other Quiet Setting
3. Universal Features – available for all students, but may need to be disabled to minimize distraction (Students can practice using these features on the practice tests and online student tutorial)
· Embedded (included within the testing program)
· Amplification
· Answer Eliminator
· Bookmark
· Calculator (Grades 3-5 Desmos four-function calculator; Grade 6 Desmos four-function calculator with percent key; Grades 7-11 Desmos scientific calculator)
· Equation Editor
· Exhibits/Reference Sheets
· Highlighter
· Keyboard Navigation
· Notepad
· Pop-Up Glossary
· Text Editor
· Zoom
· Line Reader Mask: Test Coordinator will need to enter 1 for yes or 0/blank for no to enable/disable in the LINE_RDR column of the PNP (Personal Needs Profile)
· Non-embedded
· Breaks
· Calculator (Grades 3-5 basic four-function calculator, Grade 6 four-function calculator with percent key, Grades 7-11 scientific calculator)
· Noise Buffer
· Scratch Paper
4. Designated Features – available to any student when indicated in advance and assigned by a teacher
· Embedded
· Answer Masking: Test Coordinator will need to enter 1 for yes or 0/blank for no to enable/disable in the ANSWER_MASK column of the PNP
· Color Contrast (selected in the student registration/PNP process):
· Black-cream = Black on Cream
· Black-lblue = Black on Light Blue
· Black-lmagenta = Black on Light Magenta
· White-black = White on Black
· Yellow-blue = Yellow on Blue
· Dgray-pgreen = Dark Gray on Pale Green
· General Masking
· Text-to-Speech – Available for  Reading (Grades 6-11), Language and Writing, Mathematics, and Science. The Test Coordinator will need to enter 1 for yes or 0 for no to enable or disable in the TTS (Text-to-Speech) column of the PNP
· Non-embedded
· Bilingual Dictionary
· Color Overlays
· Separate Setting
· Student Reads Test Aloud
5. Accommodations – available only when need is documented on the student's 504 Plan or the G page of the student's IEP
· Non-embedded
· Calculator/Calculation Device (e.g. large key, talking, or other)
· Human Signer/Sign Language Interpretation (Must sign the Test Security/Confidentiality Agreement in Appendix A of the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual. Guidelines are provided in Appendix D.)
· Multiplication Table
· Scribe (Must sign the Test Security/Confidentiality Agreement in Appendix A of the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual. Guidelines are provided in Appendix D.)
· Speech-to-text
When taking the hard copy version of the test:
1. Setting 
· Large Group
· Small Group
· Individually
· Start with peers and finish individually due to extended time
· Start early due to need for extended time (When? __________)
2. Test Format – indicate in PearsonAccessNext (This should be the same format that the student uses for daily assignments) 
· Regular Print
· Large Print
· Braille
3. Location
· General Education classroom
· Special Education classroom
· Other quiet setting
4. Universal Features – available for all students
· Answer Eliminator
· Breaks
· Calculator (Grades 3-5 four-function calculator; Grade 6 four-function calculator with percent key; Grades 7-11 scientific calculator)
· Extended time
· Formula/Reference Sheets (Students in grades 6-11 math only)
· Highlighter
· Line Reader Mask
· Noise Buffer
· Scratch Paper (including braille writer, braille paper, raised line paper, bold line paper, raised line graph paper, bold line graph paper, an abacus or other assistive technology tools that serve the purpose of scratch paper)
5. Designated Features – available to any student when indicated in advance and assigned by a teacher.
· Answer Masking
· Bilingual Dictionary
· Color Overlays
· General Masking
· Large Print test book
· Human Read Aloud - must be trained and qualified (refer to the Manuals)
6. Accommodations – available only when need is documented on the student's 504 Plan or the G page of the student's IEP
· Abacus
· Braille
· Braille Writer (one for scratch paper and one for answers)
· Notetaker (HIMS products have “Exam Mode”)
· Calculator/Calculation Device (e.g. large key, talking, or other)
· Human Signer/Sign Language Interpretation (Must sign the Test Security/Confidentiality Agreement in Appendix A of the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual. Guidelines are provided in Appendix D.)
· Multiplication Table
· Scribe (Must sign the Test Security/Confidentiality Agreement in Appendix A of the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual. Guidelines are provided in Appendix D.)
· Speech-to-text
Is there a time limit for taking the test? 
No. However, if a section of the test is started on one day, the test needs to be completed on that same calendar day. 
How do we order the test? 
Braille tests are ordered by the district as soon as possible from the Iowa Department for the Blind at this link: https://idbimclibrary.blog/test-order-information/test-student-assessment-order-form/ 
Large print tests are ordered by the district from PearsonAccess Next:
https://support.assessment.pearson.com/display/PAsup/Create+an+Order+for+Materials 
· Large Print tests are ordered a la carte so each item needs to be ordered individually including the print answer sheet.


How do we take practice tests to prepare for the assessment?
· Electronic practice test, do both of the following: 
1. Practice grade level question types
· Go to the web site  http://iowa.pearsonaccessnext.com/test-prep/ 
· Go to the tab “Test Preparation”
· Choose which type of test (Reading, Language/Writing, Mathematics or Science)
· Choose what grade level you are interested in
· Choose either Practice Test or Practice Test (Text-to-Speech) 
· Log in as a “guest”
· Practice taking the test
2. Practice navigation, universal features and accommodations in the TestNav environment using the device the student will use during testing
· Make sure TestNav has been installed on the device the student will be using during testing.
· Email Sara Larkin (sara.larkin@iaedb.org) requesting a login for the student,
· Sara will reply with a link and login. This will only include grade 5 math questions but the purpose of this access is for experience in TestNav only.
· Log in
· Practice navigating the test
· Hard Copy practice test, do one of the following:
· Braille practice test: 
· The braille practice tests will automatically be sent out to all schools who have ordered the ISASP in braille for a student. 
· Return all braille practice tests to the Iowa Department for the Blind
· Large print practice test:
· Go to the Iowa Educational Services for the Blind and Visually Impaired Dropbox
· Tests_Testing
· ISASP Practice Tests 
· Choose your grade level and type of test
· Print out practice test
· Discard this test when finished
Is the online version of the test the same as the hard copy version?
No. The hard copy version does not have the same questions or answers as the online version. If you have a student that needs both, contact Sara Larkin.
Can we take parts of the assessment online and parts in hard copy?
Yes! A full section needs to be completed in the same medium. You may not switch versions in the middle of a section, e.g. Students may take the reading section on the computer and the math section in hard copy.
Do schools have to choose a single device for all students taking the assessment online at that school or can the student who is blind or visually impaired use the device they are accustomed to using?
There can be any number of different devices used within a school so that students can use the tool they are familiar with. For example, students may use a PC, Mac, Chromebook or tablet. There is additional software that needs to be installed ahead of time.
What is included with the set of braille ISASP materials from the Iowa Department for the Blind?
This is what will come when the test is ordered: print answer sheet, print instructions, and print test book, braille test book, braille notes documents for each subject, plus the following:
· Reading - unlabeled braille paper
· Language/writing - unlabeled and labeled braille paper
· Mathematics - formula/reference sheet (grades 6-11 only), unlabeled and labeled braille paper, duplicate pages if required
–Math formula/reference sheet will be detached so that students do not need to flip back and forth between the question and formula/reference sheet. Remember to return this formula/reference sheet with other materials to the Iowa Department for the Blind
· Science (grades 5, 8, 10) - unlabeled braille paper, duplicate pages if required
What is included with the set of large print ISASP materials from Pearson?
Large Print tests are ordered a la carte so each item needs to be ordered individually including the print answer sheet.
How do students fill out the answer sheet?
Students may write their answers on a notetaker, braille paper, notebook paper or directly in the large print test but then a sighted proctor needs to transfer the answers to the included answer sheet. Another person should double check the answers are transferred correctly to eliminate possible errors.
*Students may not write in the braille test.
Can IESBVI staff help proctor braille testing?
· TVIs would be allowed to assist students with the ISASP if/when students are taking a braille version of the test or using technology that exceeds the expertise of LEA staff. They would fall under the same guidelines as a Human Reader or Scribe described below.
· LEA staff would still proctor the test.
· TVIs need to sign the form for “Test Security/Confidentiality Agreement for Human Readers, Scribes and Translators” in Appendix A of the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual. Guidelines are provided in Appendix D
· A scribe is an adult who writes down or inputs to the computer what a student dictates via speech or an assistive communication device. A guiding principle in providing a scribe during test administration is to ensure that the student has access to and is able to respond to test content. More information is also available in the Iowa Statewide Assessment System Accessibility Manual
Qualifications of Scribes
· The scribe should be an education professional who is familiar with the student, and who is typically responsible for providing this accommodation in the classroom.
· The scribe must be trained in accordance with test administration and security policies and procedures as articulated in test administration manuals, accessibility and accommodations manuals, and related documentation.
· The scribe must have prior experience in providing scribing or transcribing services and must be familiar and comfortable with the process before providing this accommodation to a student during operational test administration.
Preparation Procedures
· Scribes must read and sign the Security/Confidentiality agreement prior to test administration. The Test Security Agreement is provided in Appendix A of the Accessibility and Accommodations Manual.
· Scribes are expected to familiarize themselves with test format using a practice test as well as test environment in advance of the testing session if administering the scribe accommodation during operational testing.
· Scribes must be familiar with the Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan if the student for whom they are scribing has a disability, so that there are plans in place for providing all needed designated supports and accommodations.
· Scribes must be aware if the student requires additional accessibility features or accommodations that have been approved for use during the test.
· Scribes should meet with the student in advance and practice scribing with the student prior to the assessment.
Guidelines for Scribing 
· Scribing must be provided in a separate setting so as not to interfere with the instruction or assessment of other students.
· For computer-based administrations, scribes must enter student responses directly into the test interface, making use of the embedded and non-embedded accessibility supports available for a given item and student.
· Scribes should comply with student requests regarding use of all available features within the test environment.
· Scribes must avoid conversing with the student about test items and record the student’s responses verbatim even if they contain errors.
· Scribes may respond to procedural questions asked by the student (e.g., test directions, navigation within the test environment).
· Scribes may not respond to student questions about test items if their responses compromise validity of the test. The student must not be prompted, reminded, or otherwise assisted in formulating his or her response during or after the dictation.
· Scribes may ask the student to restate words or parts of a sentence as needed. Such requests must not be communicated in a manner suggesting that the student should make a change or correction.
· Scribes may not question or correct student choices, alert students to errors, prompt, or influence students in any way that might compromise the integrity of student responses.
· Scribes may not edit or alter student work in any way, and must record exactly what the student has dictated.
· The student must be allowed to review and edit what the scribe has written.
Post-Administration
· The scribe must not discuss any portion of the test or student’s performance with others.
Guidelines for Transcription
· Responses must be transcribed verbatim onscreen or in the paper test booklet by the test administrator as soon as possible after the test is administered.
· Any stored test content on the word processing device must be deleted after the transcription is completed. While awaiting transcription, the device with recorded answers must be stored in a secured, locked location.
These guidelines are adapted from the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) Accessibility Manual: How to Select, Administer, and Evaluate Use of Accessibility Supports for Instruction and Assessment of All Students.
How is the writing portion scored?
The student is not scored on spelling, punctuation or capitalization but over content and organization of thoughts. Braille errors can be translated in print for the answer sheet as accurately as possible.
After students take the assessment, what do we do with the used hard copy testing materials?
· For paper testing only: Test coordinator needs to do the following:
· Collect all test materials, including scratch paper, test books, and answer documents.
· Securely dispose of scratch paper.
· Sort and count the secure materials, including answer documents and test books.
· Please contact your local test coordinator and they will do the following:
· Used answer documents are secure scoreable materials. Complete a School/Class ID Sheet, one form for each grade/subject. Box up these materials and put the completed School/Class ID Sheet at the top of the box. Affix the sky blue “Scorable Materials” label to the box(es). Keep a record of the number of answer documents in each box.
· All test books (including regular test books, Spanish test books and large print), and unused answer documents are secure nonscorable materials. Box up these materials, affix the light pink “Nonscorable Materials” label to the box(es), and take them to your test coordinator for the district to return to Pearson. Only one school may be packed into a box to ensure all materials are accounted for correctly. Multiple grades and subjects for that school are allowed in a box. Keep a record of the number of test books in each box.
· Braille test books and formula/reference sheets are to be returned to the Iowa Department for the Blind. 524 Fourth St., Des Moines, IA  50309
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