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Weekly Dose 
When to Use the Typeform Indicator 

 
Do Not Use the Typeform Indicators When … 
Special typefaces should not be used in braille when they have 
been used in print ONLY for appearance, or as some may refer 
to as “eye candy.”    

1. Chapter titles or other centered headings are printed ALL 
in italics or boldface.  

2. Where a vertical list of words, shown in italics or bold, as a  
list, DO NOT use the typeform indicator in this case.  

    3. An electronic address and/or web addresses. 

 
Use the Typeform Indicators When … 
To indicate emphasis. Use the typeform indicators when print 
emphasizes a word or phrase by placing it in a different 
typeface. In other words, the print word is trying to teach or 
stand out for a purpose.  
 
Examples:  
Are you going in or out of the house?  
,>E Y GO+ .19 OR .1\ ( ! H\SE8 
To be is to be, as to be is what it was. 
,TO 2 IS TO BE1 Z TO 2 IS :AT X 
.1WAS4 Notice anything?? 
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Rule Review: In the previous example, remember, the 
wordsigns for; be, his, was, and were, cannot be in contact with 
any lower punctuation, EVEN IF the presence of typeform 
indicators contain an upper dot to what would otherwise be a 
sequence with all lower dots. 
 
Typeform indicator should be used to show distinction when 
using special typeface in print for:  
• Foreign words or phrases  
• Proper nouns such as names of ships, books, pictures, etc.  
• Subject headings at the beginning of paragraphs  
• Passages not enclosed in quotation marks that are printed in     
   a type different from that next to certain text. 
 
Example: 
The house is going to be on sale in the month of June or is it? 
 
,! H\SE IS GO+ TO 2 ON SALE 9 ! 
.7MON? ( ,JUNE.' OR IS X8 
 
Source: Unified English Braille Rules 2013  
 


